AFTER BIG SNOW, 
DEEP FREEZE HITS 
NORTHERN U.S. 


As Erie, Pa., above, and 
other parts of the Great 
Lakes region dig out from 
arecord-setting blizzard, 
acold front packing lows 
below zero sets in fora 
large swath of the Midwest 
and Northeast and is likely 
to stick around for several 
days. Nation, 5A 


Details emerge 
in shooting death 


Anewly released warrant 
details the Dec. 17 actions of 
Charles Groucho Allen Jr., 
who was arrested last week 
on charges that he fired a 
rifle into a passing car in 
Clearwater, killing Elizabeth 
Rosado, 30, while the preg- 
nant woman was riding with 
her family. Allen, 40, faces 
two counts of first-degree 
murder. Local, 1B 


Tampa utility plans 
natural gas plants 


Tampa-based Seminole 
Electric Cooperative will 
present plans in March to 
state regulators for two new 
natural gas power plants 

— one in Putnam County, 
the other in Pasco County 

— that would supply elec- 
tricity to customers of elec- 
tric cooperatives throughout 
Florida. Business, 4B 


Wrecked pickup 
registered to Buc 


Tampa Bay wide receiver 
DeSean Jackson has 
retained an attorney after an 
abandoned truck contain- 
ing marijuana and bullets 

is found at a Tampa mall. 
Local, 1B 


Young defenseman 
bolsters Lightning 


Poise and maturity stand 
out among the many traits 
exhibited by 19-year-old 
rookie Mikhail Sergachev. 
Sports, 1C 
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An off-duty 
firefighter pulls 
his neighbor from 
a burning home; 
two dogs died. 


Neighbor's savior 
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Luigi Young, 25, a Tampa Fire Rescue firefighter, stands in front of his neighbor’s burned home in Ruskin on Wednesday. 
Young was off duty on Tuesday morning when he was called to save homeowner Gregory Paul, 51. 


BY TONY MARRERO 
Times Staff Writer 


uigi Young peered through the 
thick, gray-black smoke filling his 
neighbor’s living room and saw a 


“Hed inhaled a lot of 
smoke. He kept saying, 
‘My dogs, save my dogs.” 


RUSKIN 


Luigi Young 


figure lying on the floor just inside 


the door. 


Moments earlier on Tuesday morning, 
the 25-year-old firefighter with Tampa 
Fire Rescue had been napping in his room 
after a 24-hour shift when his mother and 
sister came running upstairs and woke 
him. Their neighbor’s house was on fire. 

Now, just before 11 a.m., Young was 


beneath the smoke to reach his neighbor. 

It was one of a few trips he would make 
back inside the burning building. He aimed 
to save the man’s dogs and house, too. 


Young didn’t always want to be a fire- 


The 2010 Bloomingdale High School 
graduate was studying electrical engi- 
neering at the University of South Flor- 
ida when he decided to take a summer off 
to enroll in the emergency medical tech- 


nician program at Hillsborough Commu- 


nity College. 


By then, he’d already participated in 


Tampa Fire Rescue’s Explorer program 
for teens and young adults interested in 
learning what it means to be a firefighter. 
He enrolled at HCC “just to see what it 
was about.” 


“T loved it so much I never went back” to 


USE, he said. He was hooked on what it felt 


State’s 
odd 
news 
flows 


In 2017, Florida saw 
emotional support 

squirrels, crosswalk 
pancakes and more. 


BY CRAIG PITTMAN 
Times Staff Writer 

How weird was the news 
out of Florida this year? 
So weird that the popular 
@_FloridaMan Twitter 
account apparently gave up 
trying to keep up with it all 
in mid October. He hasn’t 
tweeted anything to his 
387,000 followers since two 
weeks before Halloween. 

But don’t worry. Florida’s 
largest newspaper has not 
slacked off on tracking all the 
wacky and wild news this year. 
As expected, 2017 produced a 
bumper crop of the bizarre. 

Some Florida headlines 
became instant classics: “Man 
accidentally shoots self in 
road rage incident,” and “Pos- 
sum breaks into liquor store, 
gets skunky drunk” and “Polk 
City woman arrested for DUI 
on a horse.” 


Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge 
In the Panhandle. a possum 
was found next to an empty 
bottle of bourbon. 


And who could forget “Law- 
yer’s pants erupt in flames 
during Miami arson trial”? 

Florida crime, as always, 
offered a bonanza of bonkers 
behavior. There was the Pinel- 
las Park man who Googled 
“how to rob a bank” and then 
robbed a bank. (Apparently he 
forgot to Google “how to get 
away with it.”) 

A woman in a bikini contest 
in Stuart was busted for bash- 
ing a competitor in the head 
with her high-heeled shoe 
(neither won Miss Congenial- 


inside the front door, crouching down fighter. » See FIRE, 6A ity). 
Stay up to date on A Merritt Island man 
T, the latest news and trashed an ATM because, he 
events related to said, it gave him too much 
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cna ursing homes lax on infections 
difficile 
infection, è . ; ; 
Georgina A report says repeat citations are common, but punishment is rare. 
Morris, 86, 
has had BY JORDAN RAU health violation. In Florida, health profit in San Francisco. “They’re 
subsequent Kaiser Health News inspectors have cited 80 percent giving them low-level warnings 
flare-ups Basic steps to prevent infec- ofthe state’s 700 homes. year after year after year and the 
that require tions — such as washing hands, Although repeat citations are facilities have learned to ignore 
more hospital- isolating contagious patientsand common, disciplinary action them” 
ization, her keeping ill nurses and aides from such as fines is rare: Nation- Infections, many avoidable, 
son says. coming to work — are routinely wide, onlyoneof75homesfound cause a quarter of the medical 
ignored in the nation’s nursing deficient in those four years has injuries Medicare beneficiaries 
homes, endangering residents received a high-level citation that experience in nursing homes, 
and spreading hazardous germs. can result in a financial penalty, according to a federal report. They 
A Kaiser Health News analysis the analysis found. are among the most frequent rea- 
of four years of federal inspec- “The facilities are getting the sons residents are sent back to 


Kaiser Health News 


tion records shows 74 percent of 
nursing homes have been cited 
for lapses in infection control — 
more than for any other type of 


message that they don’t have to 
do anything,” said Michael Con- 
nors of California Advocates for 
Nursing Home Reform, a non- 


the hospital. By one government 
estimate, health care-associated 
infections may result in as many 
» See REPORT, 5A 


